
 

 

 

For Immediate Release: Contact: Beverly Fernandez  

February 11, 2015 info@stopthegreatlakesnucleardump.com 
 

Lake County, Illinois Joins Call to Stop Proposed 
Nuclear Waste Dump beside the Great Lakes 

 

TORONTO — Lake County, Illinois representing over 700,000 citizens, and the third largest county in 
Illinois joins Cook and DuPage Counties, the cities of Chicago and Waukegan and other communities in 
the U.S. and Canada totaling 17.9 million people, calling for a halt to Ontario Power Generation’s plan to 
build an underground nuclear waste dump (a Deep Geological Repository or DGR) less than 1 mile from 
the shore of Lake Huron.  Yesterday the Lake County Board of Commissioners passed Resolution 15-
0095 opposing the construction of OPG’s proposed nuclear waste repository or any nuclear waste 
repository in the Great Lakes Basin (see attached).  
 
Noting that fresh water is the nation’s most important resource and should be protected and managed 

prudently, the Lake County resolution notes that Ontario Power Generation did not consider or evaluate 

any other actual sites for the location of the proposed DGR.  Resolution 15-0095 echoes concerns by 

Cook County that any contamination resulting from a leaking nuclear waste repository located on Lake 

Huron could have a potential impact on Lake Michigan’s waters, the source of drinking water for almost 

7 million residents of northeastern Illinois Counties. 

"All elected officials in the Great Lakes watershed need to stand up and speak out for the protection of 
our most important resource" said Steven Mandel, Lake County Board member and sponsor of the 
resolution. “This resolution is an important step in standing with local governments throughout the 
Great Lakes region to oppose the storage of nuclear waste near the largest source of drinking water in 
North America,” said Lake County Board Chairman Aaron Lawlor.  “As one of two Illinois counties that 
border Lake Michigan, we stand ready to do whatever it takes to support a permanent storage facility 
for nuclear waste that is safe, permanent and far away from the Great Lakes region.” 
 
With a Canadian federal Joint Review Panel report due in May 2015 to be followed by a Canadian 
federal government decision sometime in 2015, the growing opposition in Illinois is timely and 
welcomed by Beverly Fernandez, Spokesperson for Stop The Great Lakes Nuclear Dump.  “We commend 
County Board member Steven Mandel and the Lake County Board for recognizing the importance of this 
issue and for calling upon all elected officials in Great Lakes watershed to stand up for the protection of 
this irreplaceable fresh water resource” said Fernandez, whose Canadian non-profit organization 
launched a campaign to raise awareness and encourage communities to take action by passing 
resolutions opposing OPG’s plan. Stop The Great Lakes Nuclear Dump also launched a petition that is 
approaching 73,000 signatures opposing OPG’s proposal.  "It absolutely defies common sense to bury the 
most toxic waste humans have ever produced, that remains lethal and dangerous for 100,000 years, 
approximately 1 km from the drinking water of 40 million Americans and Canadians" Fernandez said.   
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Stop The Great Lakes Nuclear Dump is a non-profit organization endorsed by thousands of people who 
believe that the protection of the Great Lakes from buried radioactive nuclear waste is responsible 
stewardship, and is of national and international importance.  In order to protect this precious natural 
resource – the Great Lakes –  our group believes that radioactive nuclear waste should not be buried 
anywhere in the Great Lakes Basin.   
 
To learn more please visit:  www.stopthegreatlakesnucleardump.com 
To sign the online petition:  www.gopetition.com/petitions/stopthegreatlakesnucleardump.html 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Steven Mandel, Lake County Board Member 
Office Phone: 847.456.6933 
Email: SMandel@lakecountyil.gov 
 
Stop The Great Lakes Nuclear Dump Spokesperson, Beverly Fernandez  
info@stopthegreatlakesnucleardump.com 
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